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The goal of the St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute Summer Reading Program is to encourage 

students to read, improve their reading skills, and have knowledge of modern authors. 

Students who read are better academic achievers and, for that reason, summer reading is 

essential.  Contemporary works are stressed. 

1.  All students are required to participate in the Summer Reading Program. 

2.  The reading selections for each grade level are outlined in the following pages. 

3.  Students will take quizzes on their selections during the first month of school.  Date 

TBA.   

4.  Students will receive a letter grade for summer reading (A to F) on their first report 

card. This grade will also be a part of the student’s permanent record. 

5.  Students MUST pass their summer reading tests in order to return to and graduate 

from St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute. 

6.  The make-up work for students who receive a letter grade of F is based on a new set of 

reading assignments. Until the failing grade is made up, the F will count towards academic 

probation as well as eligibility for co-curricular activities. 

7.  Students in grades 10-11-12 may also work independently with a teacher for Summer 

Reading.  Students interested in independent study should consult the teachers’ reading 

lists that are posted on-line and in school.  Students must obtain the approval of the teacher 

offering independent study and complete all of the work required by that teacher.  

Students may also develop their own independent reading lists with a faculty member.  A 

student who works independently with a teacher for summer reading will NOT take a 

summer reading test in homeroom.  A student who works independently will have to 

complete all assignments/tests assigned by his specific teacher.  That teacher will provide 

the school with the summer reading grade.  Summer readings for a class in the 2015-2016 

school year will not count toward the Summer Reading requirement. 

8. A student may read selections offered to grade levels ABOVE his own grade level with 

permission.  A student who wishes to read selections above his grade level must e-mail Mr. 

Williams with the title(s) he would like to read in order to receive permission.  If a senior 

wishes to read a junior selection, he must e-mail Mr. Williams with the title(s) he would like 

to read in order to receive permission.  jwilliams@sjci.com 
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SUMMER READING 2015 all book summaries are from www. amazon.com unless noted 

CLASS OF 2019 – Freshman Selections – Freshmen must read the required selection as 

well as TWO additional books from the list provided. 

REQUIRED: 

ALL incoming freshmen MUST read a short work examining the history of the school.  

Embracing the Past, Envisioning the Future: The History of St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute, 

Buffalo, New York  compiled by F.J. Kramer  – this title is available on the SJCI Summer 

Reading webpage     http://www.sjci.com/summer-reading-requirements.php 

 

FRESHMEN LIST 

47 – Walter Mosley 

Number 47, a fourteen-year-old slave boy growing up under the watchful eye of a brutal master 

in 1832, meets the mysterious TallJohn, who introduces him to a magical science and also 

teaches him the meaning of freedom. 

 

A Teen’s Game Plan for Life – Lou Holtz 

After decades of helping to mold teenagers into adults as a highly successful football coach, 

including a national championship as the coach of the Notre Dame Fighting Irish, Lou Holtz 

shares a common sense message with teens in an easily understood game plan for life. He speaks 

clearly and persuasively to a generation that is "being asked to make important decisions that 

have adult consequences earlier than any previous generation." "In today's social climate," he 

tells them, "your ability to know how to make good decisions becomes more important than ever 

before." Lou Holtz is a highly sought-after speaker and author who for years has challenged and 

motivated adults. Now in a book that parents will want for their teen-age children he spells out 

his tested, proven game plan for life. Teens that want to define their life goals and then go about 

reaching them will want to read A Teen’s Game Plan for Life. 

 

 

 



Ablaze: Stories of Daring Teen Saints – Colleen Swaim 

Following Christ is not always easy, but takes courage, patience, and love. In Ablaze: Stories of 

Daring Teen Saints, Colleen Swaim examines the lives of eight young men and women who 

were set fire with the Spirit and set free to live lives of extraordinary virtue. All became saints 

for the outgoing, against-the-current heroism of their teen years. Read how Chiara Luce, an 

Italian high school student, faced cancer joyfully, inspiring thousands to throng her funeral in 

song. Follow Kizito, a brand-new Christian, as his faith is challenged by a king and he is 

marched to his death for standing firm. From martyrdom to missionary life and from sickness to 

the silence of religious life, these teens show that we are all called to follow Christ in our own 

unique ways. These stories come alive with vivid storytelling and saintly challenges designed to 

inspire reflection and enflame your heart. Through prayers, images, and maps, catch a glimpse of 

a saint's world that carries lessons for our own--and discover how you can set our world ablaze 

with love for the Lord! 

 

No Place – Todd Strasser  

When Dan and his family go from middle class to homeless, issues of injustice rise to the 

forefront in this relatable, timely novel from Todd Strasser that VOYA calls “poignant,” “darkly 

humorous,” and “exceptionally thought-provoking.”  It seems like Dan has it all. He’s a baseball 

star who is part of the popular crowd and dates the hottest girl in school. Then his family loses 

their home.  Forced to move into the town’s Tent City, Dan feels his world shifting. His friends 

try to pretend that everything’s cool, but they’re not the ones living among the homeless. As Dan 

struggles to adjust to his new life, he gets involved with the people who are fighting for better 

conditions and services for the residents of Tent City. But someone wants Tent City gone, and 

will stop at nothing until it’s destroyed... 

 

The Name of the Star (The Shades of London) – Maureen Johnson 

New York Times bestseller Maureen Johnson takes on Jack the Ripper in this captivating 

paranormal thriller!  

The day that Louisiana teenager Rory Deveaux arrives in London to start a new life at boarding 

school is also the day a series of brutal murders breaks out over the city, killings mimicking the 

horrific Jack the Ripper spree of more than a century ago. Soon "Rippermania" takes hold of 

modern-day London, and the police are left with few leads and no witnesses. Except one. Rory 

spotted the man police believe to be the prime suspect. But she is the only one who saw him--the 

only one who can see him. And now Rory has become his next target. In this edge-of-your-seat 

thriller, full of suspense, humor, and romance, Rory will learn the truth about the secret ghost 

police of London and discover her own shocking abilities. 



 

The Boy Who Dared – Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

A Newbery Honor Book author has written a powerful and gripping novel about a youth in Nazi 

Germany who tells the truth about Hitler.  Bartoletti has taken one episode from her Newbery 

Honor Book, HITLER YOUTH, and fleshed it out into thought-provoking novel. When 16-year-

old Helmut Hubner listens to the BBC news on an illegal short-wave radio, he quickly discovers 

Germany is lying to the people. But when he tries to expose the truth with leaflets, he's tried for 

treason. Sentenced to death and waiting in a jail cell, Helmut's story emerges in a series of 

flashbacks that show his growth from a naive child caught up in the patriotism of the times, to a 

sensitive and mature young man who thinks for himself. 

 

Marcelo in the Real World – Francisco X. Stork 

The paperback edition of one of the most acclaimed novels of the year -- a love story & legal 

drama that received five starred reviews and multiple honors. 

Marcelo Sandoval hears music no one else can hear--part of the autism-like impairment no 

doctor has been able to identify--and he's always attended a special school where his differences 

have been protected. But the summer after his junior year, his father demands that Marcelo work 

in his law firm's mailroom in order to experience "the real world." 

 

Discovering Wes Moore (The Young Adult Adaptation) – Wes Moore 

For fans of The Wire and Unbroken comes a story of two fatherless boys from Baltimore, both 

named Wes Moore.  One is in prison, serving a life sentence for murder. The other is a Rhodes 

Scholar, an army veteran, and an author whose book is being turned into a movie produced by 

Oprah Winfrey.  Two men. One overcame adversity. The other suffered the indignities of 

poverty. Their stories are chronicled in Discovering Wes Moore, a book for young people based 

on Wes Moore’s bestselling adult memoir, The Other Wes Moore.  The story of “the other Wes 

Moore” is one that the author couldn’t get out of his mind, not since he learned that another boy 

with his name—just two years his senior—grew up in the same Baltimore neighborhood. He 

wrote that boy—now a man—a letter, not expecting to receive a reply. But a reply came, and a 

friendship grew, as letters turned into visits and the two men got to know each other. Eventually, 

that friendship became the inspiration for Discovering Wes Moore, a moving and cautionary tale 

examining the factors that contribute to success and failure—and the choices that make all the 

difference.  

 



Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments – Pope Francis 

"The Sacraments are not mere appearances, they are not rituals; they are the power of Christ; 

Jesus Christ is present in the Sacraments." - Pope Francis 

Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Holy Matrimony, Reconciliation, Holy Orders, and the 

Anointing of the Sick - as Catholics we are familiar with the sacraments, and see them as 

mileposts in our lives.  But, as Pope Francis so energetically reminds us, they are not simply 

observances, they are portals through which the Lord brings us all the power and graces that flow 

from his death and Resurrection. And wonderfully, each sacrament opens us to a personal 

encounter with Jesus.  Now in 32 easy-to-read chapters Pope Francis reveals the truth and beauty 

of each Sacrament, teaching us not only what they mean to the Church, but to us as Catholics - 

ultimately motivating us each to share these incredible gifts with a needy world. 

 

7 Habits of Highly Effective Teenagers – Sean Covey 

Groundbreaking and universal, Stephen Covey's 7 Habits of Highly Effective People has been 

one of the most popular motivational books of all time. Now Stephen's son, Sean, has 

transformed this bestselling message into a life-changing book for young people and their 

parents. At a time when everything from planning what to wear to a party to dealing with an 

alcoholic friend can seem overwhelming and complex, 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teenagers 

will bring a special perspective and focus to the lives of young people everywhere. Sean Covey 

speaks directly to teenagers in a language they can really understand and relate to, addressing the 

issues that concern them most: relationships, parents, peers, life choices, concerns for the future, 

and even larger questions about life, death, and the human condition. Just some of the wisdom 

readers will find in this meaningful guide. 

 

Swim That Rock – John Rocco and Jay Primiano 

A young working-class teen fights to save his family’s diner after his father is lost in a fishing-

boat accident.  When his dad goes missing in a fishing-boat accident, fourteen-year-old Jake 

refuses to think he may have lost his father forever. But suddenly, nothing seems certain in 

Jake’s future, and now his family’s diner may be repossessed by loan sharks. In Narragansett 

Bay, scrabbling out a living as a quahogger isn’t easy, but with the help of some local clammers, 

Jake is determined to work hard and earn enough money to ensure his family’s security and save 

the diner in time. Told with cinematic suspense and a true compassion for the characters, Swim 

That Rock is a fast-paced coming-of-age story that beautifully and evocatively captures the 

essence of coastal Rhode Island life, the struggles of blue-collar family dynamics, and the 

dreams of one boy to come into his own 



SOPHOMORE LIST – Sophomores must read TWO selections 

Whipping Boy: The Forty-Year Search for My Twelve-Year-Old Bully – Allen Kurzweil 

The true account of one boy’s lifelong search for his boarding-school bully.  Equal parts 

childhood memoir and literary thriller, Whipping Boy chronicles prize-winning author Allen 

Kurzweil’s search for his twelve-year-old nemesis, a bully named Cesar Augustus. The obsessive 

inquiry, which spans some forty years, takes Kurzweil all over the world, from a Swiss boarding 

school (where he endures horrifying cruelty) to the slums of Manila, from the Park Avenue 

boardroom of the world’s largest law firm to a federal prison camp in Southern California.  

While hunting down his tormentor, Kurzweil encounters an improbable cast of characters that 

includes an elocution teacher with ill-fitting dentures, a gang of faux royal swindlers, a crime 

investigator “with paper in his blood,” and a monocled grand master of the Knights of Malta. Yet 

for all its global exoticism and comic exuberance, Kurzweil’s riveting account is, at its core, a 

heartfelt and suspenseful narrative about the “parallel lives” of a victim and his abuser.  A 

scrupulously researched work of nonfiction that renders a childhood menace into an unlikely 

muse, Whipping Boy is much more than a tale of karmic retribution; it is a poignant meditation 

on loss, memory, and mourning, a surreal odyssey born out of suffering, nourished by rancor, 

tempered by wit, and resolved, unexpectedly, in a breathtaking act of personal courage. 

 

Parcells: A Football Life – Bill Parcells 

Bill Parcells may be the most iconic football coach of our time. During his decades-long tenure 

as an NFL coach, he turned failing franchises into contenders. He led the ailing New York Giants 

to two Super Bowl victories, turned the New England Patriots into an NFL powerhouse, 

reinvigorated the New York Jets, brought the Dallas Cowboys back to life, and was most 

recently enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Taking readers behind the scenes with one 

of the most influential and fascinating coaches the NFL has ever known, PARCELLS will take a 

look back at this coach’s long, storied and influential career, offer a nuanced portrayal of the 

complex man behind the coach, and examine the inner workings of the NFL. 

 

Lincoln’s Grave Robbers – Steve Sheinkin 

A true crime thriller -- the first book for teens to tell the nearly unknown tale of the brazen 

attempt to steal Abraham Lincoln's body! 

The action begins in October of 1875, as Secret Service agents raid the Fulton, Illinois, workshop 

of master counterfeiter Ben Boyd. Soon after Boyd is hauled off to prison, members of his 

counterfeiting ring gather in the back room of a smoky Chicago saloon to discuss how to spring 



their ringleader. Their plan: grab Lincoln's body from its Springfield tomb, stash it in the sand 

dunes near Lake Michigan, and demand, as a ransom, the release of Ben Boyd --and $200,000 in 

cash. From here, the action alternates between the conspirators, the Secret Service agents on their 

trail, and the undercover agent moving back and forth between the two groups. Along the way 

readers get glimpses into the inner workings of counterfeiting, grave robbing, detective work, 

and the early days of the Secret Service. The plot moves toward a wild climax as robbers and 

lawmen converge at Lincoln's tomb on election night: November 7, 1876. 

 

An Invisible Thread – Laura Schroff 

An Invisible Thread tells of the life-long friendship between a busy sales executive and a 

disadvantaged young boy, and how both of their lives were changed by what began as one small 

gesture of kindness.  Stopping was never part of the plan...  She was a successful ad sales rep in 

Manhattan. He was a homeless, eleven-year-old panhandler on the street. He asked for spare 

change; she kept walking. But then something stopped her in her tracks, and she went back. And 

she continued to go back, again and again. They met up nearly every week for years and built an 

unexpected, life-changing friendship that has today spanned almost three decades.  Whatever 

made me notice him on that street corner so many years ago is clearly something that cannot be 

extinguished, no matter how relentless the forces aligned against it. Some may call it spirit. Some 

may call it heart. It drew me to him, as if we were bound by some invisible, unbreakable thread. 

And whatever it is, it binds us still. 

 

An Abundance of Katherines – John Green 

When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton's type happens to be girls named Katherine. And 

when it comes to girls named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be 

exact.  On a road trip miles from home, this anagram-happy, washed-up child prodigy has ten 

thousand dollars in his pocket, a bloodthirsty feral hog on his trail, and an overweight, Judge 

Judy-loving best friend riding shotgun--but no Katherines. Colin is on a mission to prove The 

Theorem of Underlying Katherine Predictability, which he hopes will predict the future of any 

relationship, avenge Dumpees everywhere, and finally win him the girl.  Love, friendship, and a 

dead Austro-Hungarian archduke add up to surprising and heart-changing conclusions in this 

ingeniously layered comic novel about reinventing oneself. 

 

Season of Life: A Football Star, A Boy, a Journey to Manhood – Jeffrey Marx 

Written by Jeffrey Marx, Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting. - More than a 

quarter-century after they first knew each other as a professional football star and a ball boy for 



the Baltimore Colts, Joe Ehrmann and Jeffrey Marx once again crossed paths. The outcome was 

a remarkable journey through the greatest football season of all. Joe was now a white-haired 

minister who also coached high school football and ran a program called Building Men for 

Others. Jeffrey quickly realized there was much to learn from his old friend. 

 

In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler's Berlin – Erik 

Larson  

The time is 1933, the place, Berlin, when William E. Dodd becomes America’s first ambassador 

to Hitler’s Nazi Germany in a year that proved to be a turning point in history. 

    A mild-mannered professor from Chicago, Dodd brings along his wife, son, and flamboyant 

daughter, Martha. At first Martha is entranced by the parties and pomp, and the handsome young 

men of the Third Reich with their infectious enthusiasm for restoring Germany to a position of 

world prominence. Enamored of the “New Germany,” she has one affair after another, including 

with the suprisingly honorable first chief of the Gestapo, Rudolf Diels. But as evidence of Jewish 

persecution mounts, confirmed by chilling first-person testimony, her father telegraphs his 

concerns to a largely indifferent State Department back home. Dodd watches with alarm as Jews 

are attacked, the press is censored, and drafts of frightening new laws begin to circulate. As that 

first year unfolds and the shadows deepen, the Dodds experience days full of excitement, 

intrigue, romance—and ultimately, horror, when a climactic spasm of violence and murder 

reveals Hitler’s true character and ruthless ambition. 

    Suffused with the tense atmosphere of the period, and with unforgettable portraits of the 

bizarre Göring and the expectedly charming--yet wholly sinister--Goebbels, In the Garden of 

Beasts lends a stunning, eyewitness perspective on events as they unfold in real time, revealing 

an era of surprising nuance and complexity. The result is a dazzling, addictively readable work 

that speaks volumes about why the world did not recognize the grave threat posed by Hitler until 

Berlin, and Europe, were awash in blood and terror. 

 

Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments – Pope Francis 

"The Sacraments are not mere appearances, they are not rituals; they are the power of Christ; 

Jesus Christ is present in the Sacraments." - Pope Francis 

Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Holy Matrimony, Reconciliation, Holy Orders, and the 

Anointing of the Sick - as Catholics we are familiar with the sacraments, and see them as 

mileposts in our lives.  But, as Pope Francis so energetically reminds us, they are not simply 

observances, they are portals through which the Lord brings us all the power and graces that flow 

from his death and Resurrection. And wonderfully, each sacrament opens us to a personal 

encounter with Jesus.  Now in 32 easy-to-read chapters Pope Francis reveals the truth and beauty 

of each Sacrament, teaching us not only what they mean to the Church, but to us as Catholics - 

ultimately motivating us each to share these incredible gifts with a needy world. 



 

In Darkness – Nick Lake 

Winner of the 2013 Michael L. Printz Award 

 This is the story of "Shorty"-a 15-year-old boy trapped in a collapsed hospital during the 

earthquake in Haiti. Surrounded by the bodies of the dead, increasingly weak from lack of food 

and water, Shorty begins to hallucinate. As he waits in darkness for a rescue that may never 

come, a mystical bridge seems to emerge between him and Haitian leader Toussaint L'Ouverture, 

uniting the two in their darkest suffering-and their hope. 

A modern teen and a black slave, separated by hundreds of years. Yet in some strange way, the 

boy in the ruins of Port au Prince and the man who led the struggle for Haiti's independence 

might well be one and the same . . . 

 

7 Habits of Highly Effective Teenagers – Sean Covey 

Groundbreaking and universal, Stephen Covey's 7 Habits of Highly Effective People has been 

one of the most popular motivational books of all time. Now Stephen's son, Sean, has 

transformed this bestselling message into a life-changing book for young people and their 

parents. At a time when everything from planning what to wear to a party to dealing with an 

alcoholic friend can seem overwhelming and complex, 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teenagers 

will bring a special perspective and focus to the lives of young people everywhere. Sean Covey 

speaks directly to teenagers in a language they can really understand and relate to, addressing the 

issues that concern them most: relationships, parents, peers, life choices, concerns for the future, 

and even larger questions about life, death, and the human condition. Just some of the wisdom 

readers will find in this meaningful guide. 

 

Scar Boys – Len Vlahos 

Playing in a punk rock band brings peace to a bullied teen in Len Vlahos's debut novel. 

A severely burned teenager. A guitar. Punk rock. The chords of a rock 'n' roll road trip in a 

coming-of-age novel that is a must-read story about finding your place in the world...even if you 

carry scars inside and out. In attempting to describe himself in his college application essay--help 

us to become acquainted with you beyond your courses, grades, and test scores--Harbinger 

(Harry) Jones goes way beyond the 250-word limit and gives a full account of his life.  

The first defining moment: the day the neighborhood goons tied him to a tree during a lightning 

storm when he was 8 years old, and the tree was struck and caught fire. Harry was badly burned 

and has had to live with the physical and emotional scars, reactions from strangers, bullying, and 

loneliness that instantly became his everyday reality. The second defining moment: the day in 

8th grade when the handsome, charismatic Johnny rescued him from the bullies and then made 



the startling suggestion that they start a band together. Harry discovered that playing music 

transported him out of his nightmare of a world, and he finally had something that compelled 

people to look beyond his physical appearance. Harry's description of his life in his essay is both 

humorous and heart-wrenching. He had a steeper road to climb than the average kid, but he ends 

up learning something about personal power, friendship, first love, and how to fit in the world. 

While he's looking back at the moments that have shaped his life, most of this story takes place 

while Harry is in high school and the summer after he graduates. 

 

The Islands at the End of the World – Austin Aslan 

In this fast-paced survival story set in Hawaii, electronics fail worldwide, the islands become 

completely isolated, and a strange starscape fills the sky. Leilani and her father embark on a 

nightmare odyssey from Oahu to their home on the Big Island. Leilani's epilepsy holds a clue to 

the disaster, if only they can survive as the islands revert to earlier ways.  A powerful story 

enriched by fascinating elements of Hawaiian ecology, culture, and warfare, this captivating and 

dramatic debut from Austin Aslan is the first of two novels. The author has a master's degree in 

tropical conservation biology from the University of Hawaii at Hilo. 

 

Down the Rabbit Hole (An Echo Falls Mystery) – Peter Abrahams 

Welcome to Echo Falls, home of a thousand secrets.  Ingrid is in the wrong place at the wrong 

time. Or at least her shoes are. And getting them back will mean getting tangled up in a murder 

investigation as complicated as the mysteries solved by her idol, Sherlock Holmes. With soccer 

practice, schoolwork, and the lead role in her town's production of Alice in Wonderland, Ingrid is 

swamped. But as things in Echo Falls keep getting curiouser and curiouser, Ingrid realizes she 

must solve the murder on her own -- before it's too late! 

 

  



JUNIOR LIST – Juniors must read TWO selections 

Aimless Love – Billy Collins 

From the two-term Poet Laureate of the United States Billy Collins comes his first volume of 

new and selected poems in twelve years. Aimless Love combines fifty new poems with generous 

selections from his four most recent books—Nine Horses, The Trouble with Poetry, 

Ballistics, and Horoscopes for the Dead. Collins’s unmistakable voice, which brings together 

plain speech with imaginative surprise, is clearly heard on every page, reminding us how he has 

managed to enrich the tapestry of contemporary poetry and greatly expand its audience. His 

work is featured in top literary magazines such as The New Yorker, Poetry, and The Atlantic, and 

he sells out reading venues all across the country. Appearing regularly in The Best American 

Poetry series, his poems appeal to readers and live audiences far and wide and have been 

translated into more than a dozen languages. By turns playful, ironic, and serious, Collins’s 

poetry captures the nuances of everyday life while leading the reader into zones of inspired 

wonder. In the poet’s own words, he hopes that his poems “begin in Kansas and end in Oz.” 

Touching on the themes of love, loss, joy, and poetry itself, these poems showcase the best work 

of this “poet of plenitude, irony, and Augustan grace” (The New Yorker). 

 

Ashley’s War: The Untold Story of a Team of Women Soldiers on the Special Ops Battlefield – 

Grace Tzemach Lemmon 

From the author of the New York Times bestseller The Dressmaker of Khair Khana comes the 

poignant and gripping story of a groundbreaking team of female American warriors who served 

alongside Special Operations soldiers on the battlefield in Afghanistan—including Ashley 

White, a beloved soldier who died serving her country’s cause.  In 2010, the U.S. Army Special 

Operations Command created Cultural Support Teams, a pilot program to put women on the 

battlefield alongside Green Berets and Army Rangers on sensitive missions in Afghanistan. The 

idea was that women could access places and people that had remained out of reach, and could 

build relationships—woman to woman—in ways that male soldiers in a conservative, traditional 

country could not. Though officially banned from combat, female soldiers could be “attached” to 

different teams, and for the first time, women throughout the Army heard the call to try out for 

this special ops program.  In Ashley’s War, Gayle Tzemach Lemmon uses exhaustive firsthand 

reporting and a finely tuned understanding of the complexities of war to tell the story of CST-2, a 

unit of women hand-picked from across the Army, and the remarkable hero at its heart: 

1st  Lt.  Ashley White, who would become the first Cultural Support Team member killed in 

action and the first CST remembered on the Army Special Operations Memorial Wall of Honor 

alongside the Army Rangers with whom she served.  Transporting readers into this little-known 

world of fierce women bound together by valor, danger, and the desire to serve, Ashley’s War is 



a riveting combat narrative and a testament to the unbreakable bonds born of war.  Gayle 

Tzemach Lemmon is a Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and a contributor 

to The Atlantic’s Defense One. She is the bestselling author of The Dressmaker of Khair 

Khana and writes regularly for leading media outlets.  A Fulbright scholar and Robert Bosch 

Fellow, she began reporting from conflict regions during MBA study at the Harvard Business 

School following nearly a decade covering politics at ABC News. 

 

March: Book One and March: Book Two – John Lewis ***both volumes need to be read 

and are considered to be ONE required selection*** graphic novel format 

Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon, one of the key figures of the civil rights 

movement. His commitment to justice and nonviolence has taken him from an Alabama 

sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to the 1963 March 

on Washington, and from receiving beatings from state troopers to receiving the Medal of 

Freedom from the first African-American president.  Now, to share his remarkable story with 

new generations, Lewis presents March, a graphic novel trilogy, in collaboration with co-writer 

Andrew Aydin and New York Times best-selling artist Nate Powell (winner of the Eisner Award 

and LA Times Book Prize finalist for Swallow Me Whole).  March is a vivid first-hand account 

of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the modern age on the 

distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it 

also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement.  Book One spans John 

Lewis' youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing meeting with Martin Luther King, Jr., the birth 

of the Nashville Student Movement, and their battle to tear down segregation through nonviolent 

lunch counter sit-ins, building to a stunning climax on the steps of City Hall.Don't miss the long-

awaited sequel to the #1 bestseller March: Book One! 

 

Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below the Chilean Desert – 

Marc Aronson 

The amazing story of the trapped Chilean miners and their incredible rescue that Publishers 

Weekly calls “a riveting, in-depth recounting of the events that held the world rapt.” 

In early August 2010, the unthinkable happened when a mine collapsed in Copiano, Chile, 

trapping 33 miners 2,000 feet below the surface. For sixty-nine days they lived on meager 

resources with increasingly poor air quality. When they were finally rescued, the world watched 

with rapt attention and rejoiced in the amazing spirit and determination of the miners. What 

could have been a terrible tragedy became an amazing story of survival. 

     In Trapped, Marc Aronson provides the backstory behind the rescue. By tracing the 

psychological, physical, and environmental factors surrounding the mission, Aronson highlights 

the amazing technology and helping hands that made it all possible. From the Argentinean soccer 



players that hoped to raise morale, to NASA volunteering their expertise to come up with a plan, 

there was no shortage of enterprising spirit when it came to saving lives. Readers will especially 

appreciate the eight pages of full-color photos, timeline, glossary, notes, and more. 

 

The Road to Character – David Brooks 

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER - “I wrote this book not sure I could follow the road to 

character, but I wanted at least to know what the road looks like and how other people have 

trodden it.”—David Brooks 

With the wisdom, humor, curiosity, and sharp insights that have brought millions of readers to 

his New York Times column and his previous bestsellers, David Brooks has consistently 

illuminated our daily lives in surprising and original ways. In The Social Animal, he explored the 

neuroscience of human connection and how we can flourish together. Now, in The Road to 

Character, he focuses on the deeper values that should inform our lives. Responding to what he 

calls the culture of the Big Me, which emphasizes external success, Brooks challenges us, and 

himself, to rebalance the scales between our “résumé virtues”—achieving wealth, fame, and 

status—and our “eulogy virtues,” those that exist at the core of our being: kindness, bravery, 

honesty, or faithfulness, focusing on what kind of relationships we have formed. 

 Looking to some of the world’s greatest thinkers and inspiring leaders, Brooks explores how, 

through internal struggle and a sense of their own limitations, they have built a strong inner 

character. Labor activist Frances Perkins understood the need to suppress parts of herself so that 

she could be an instrument in a larger cause. Dwight Eisenhower organized his life not around 

impulsive self-expression but considered self-restraint. Dorothy Day, a devout Catholic convert 

and champion of the poor, learned as a young woman the vocabulary of simplicity and surrender. 

Civil rights pioneers A. Philip Randolph and Bayard Rustin learned reticence and the logic of 

self-discipline, the need to distrust oneself even while waging a noble crusade. 

Blending psychology, politics, spirituality, and confessional, The Road to Character provides an 

opportunity for us to rethink our priorities, and strive to build rich inner lives marked by humility 

and moral depth. 

 

Cooked – Michael Pollan 

In Cooked, Michael Pollan explores the previously uncharted territory of his own kitchen. Here, 

he discovers the enduring power of the four classical elements—fire, water, air, and earth—to 

transform the stuff of nature into delicious things to eat and drink. Apprenticing himself to a 

succession of culinary masters, Pollan learns how to grill with fire, cook with liquid, bake bread, 

and ferment everything from cheese to beer.  Each section of Cooked tracks Pollan’s effort to 

master a single classic recipe using one of the four elements. A North Carolina barbecue pit 

master tutors him in the primal magic of fire; a Chez Panisse–trained cook schools him in the art 



of braising; a celebrated baker teaches him how air transforms grain and water into a fragrant 

loaf of bread; and finally, several mad-genius “fermentos” (a tribe that includes brewers, cheese 

makers, and all kinds of picklers) reveal how fungi and bacteria can perform the most amazing 

alchemies of all. The reader learns alongside Pollan, but the lessons move beyond the practical to 

become an investigation of how cooking involves us in a web of social and ecological 

relationships. Cooking, above all, connects us.  The effects of not cooking are similarly far 

reaching. Relying upon corporations to process our food means we consume large quantities of 

fat, sugar, and salt; disrupt an essential link to the natural world; and weaken our relationships 

with family and friends. In fact, Cooked argues, taking back control of cooking may be the single 

most important step anyone can take to help make the American food system healthier and more 

sustainable. Reclaiming cooking as an act of enjoyment and self-reliance, learning to perform the 

magic of these everyday transformations, opens the door to a more nourishing life 

 

One Summer, America 1927 – Bill Bryson 

The summer of 1927 began with Charles Lindbergh crossing the Atlantic. Meanwhile, Babe 

Ruth was closing in on the home run record. In Newark, New Jersey, Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly 

sat atop a flagpole for twelve days, and in Chicago, the gangster Al Capone was tightening his 

grip on bootlegging. The first true “talking picture,” Al Jolson’s The Jazz Singer, was filmed, 

forever changing the motion picture industry.  All this and much, much more transpired in the 

year Americans attempted and accomplished outsized things—and when the twentieth century 

truly became the American century. One Summer transforms it all into narrative nonfiction of the 

highest order. 

 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet – Jamie Ford 

In the opening pages of Jamie Ford’s stunning debut novel, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and 

Sweet, Henry Lee comes upon a crowd gathered outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to 

Seattle’s Japantown. It has been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has made an 

incredible discovery: the belongings of Japanese families, left when they were rounded up and 

sent to internment camps during World War II. As Henry looks on, the owner opens a Japanese 

parasol.  This simple act takes old Henry Lee back to the 1940s, at the height of the war, when 

young Henry’s world is a jumble of confusion and excitement, and to his father, who is obsessed 

with the war in China and having Henry grow up American. While “scholarshipping” at the 

exclusive Rainier Elementary, where the white kids ignore him, Henry meets Keiko Okabe, a 

young Japanese American student. Amid the chaos of blackouts, curfews, and FBI raids, Henry 

and Keiko forge a bond of friendship–and innocent love–that transcends the long-standing 

prejudices of their Old World ancestors. And after Keiko and her family are swept up in the 

evacuations to the internment camps, she and Henry are left only with the hope that the war will 



end, and that their promise to each other will be kept.  Forty years later, Henry Lee is certain that 

the parasol belonged to Keiko. In the hotel’s dark dusty basement he begins looking for signs of 

the Okabe family’s belongings and for a long-lost object whose value he cannot begin to 

measure. Now a widower, Henry is still trying to find his voice–words that might explain the 

actions of his nationalistic father; words that might bridge the gap between him and his modern, 

Chinese American son; words that might help him confront the choices he made many years 

ago.   Set during one of the most conflicted and volatile times in American history, Hotel on the 

Corner of Bitter and Sweet is an extraordinary story of commitment and enduring hope. In Henry 

and Keiko, Jamie Ford has created an unforgettable duo whose story teaches us of the power of 

forgiveness and the human heart. 

 

Bill O’Reilly’s Legends and Lies: The Real West – David Fischer and Bill O’Reilly 

The must-have companion to Bill O'Reilly's historic series Legends and Lies: The Real West, a 

fascinating, eye-opening look at the truth behind the western legends we all think we know 

How did Davy Crockett save President Jackson's life only to end up dying at the Alamo? Was 

the Lone Ranger based on a real lawman-and was he an African American? What amazing 

detective work led to the capture of Black Bart, the "gentleman bandit" and one of the west's 

most famous stagecoach robbers? Did Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid really die in a hail of 

bullets in South America? Generations of Americans have grown up on TV shows, movies and 

books about these western icons. But what really happened in the Wild West? All the stories you 

think you know, and others that will astonish you, are here--some heroic, some brutal and 

bloody, all riveting. Included are the legends featured in Bill O'Reilly's ten week run of historic 

episodic specials-from Kit Carson to Jesse James, Wild Bill Hickok to Doc Holliday-- 

accompanied by two bonus chapters on Daniel Boone and Buffalo Bill and Annie Oakley. 

Frontier America was a place where instinct mattered more than education, and courage was 

necessary for survival. It was a place where luck made a difference and legends were made. 

Heavily illustrated with spectacular artwork that further brings this history to life, and told in 

fast-paced, immersive narrative, Legends and Lies is an irresistible, adventure-packed ride back 

into one of the most storied era of our nation's rich history. 

 

Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments – Pope Francis 

"The Sacraments are not mere appearances, they are not rituals; they are the power of Christ; 

Jesus Christ is present in the Sacraments." - Pope Francis 

Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Holy Matrimony, Reconciliation, Holy Orders, and the 

Anointing of the Sick - as Catholics we are familiar with the sacraments, and see them as 

mileposts in our lives.  But, as Pope Francis so energetically reminds us, they are not simply 



observances, they are portals through which the Lord brings us all the power and graces that flow 

from his death and Resurrection. And wonderfully, each sacrament opens us to a personal 

encounter with Jesus.  Now in 32 easy-to-read chapters Pope Francis reveals the truth and beauty 

of each Sacrament, teaching us not only what they mean to the Church, but to us as Catholics - 

ultimately motivating us each to share these incredible gifts with a needy world. 

 

God Help the Child – Toni Morrison 

Spare and unsparing, God Help the Child—the first novel by Toni Morrison to be set in our 

current moment—weaves a tale about the way the sufferings of childhood can shape, and 

misshape, the life of the adult.  At the center: a young woman who calls herself Bride, whose 

stunning blue-black skin is only one element of her beauty, her boldness and confidence, her 

success in life, but which caused her light-skinned mother to deny her even the simplest forms of 

love. There is Booker, the man Bride loves, and loses to anger. Rain, the mysterious white child 

with whom she crosses paths. And finally, Bride’s mother herself, Sweetness, who takes a 

lifetime to come to understand that “what you do to children matters. And they might never 

forget.” A fierce and provocative novel that adds a new dimension to the matchless oeuvre of 

Toni Morrison. 

 

Go Set a Watchman: A Novel – Harper Lee – *** note July 14, 2015 publication date 

An historic literary event: the publication of a newly discovered novel, the earliest known work 

from Harper Lee, the beloved, bestselling author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning classic, To Kill a 

Mockingbird.  Originally written in the mid-1950s, Go Set a Watchman was the novel Harper 

Lee first submitted to her publishers before To Kill a Mockingbird. Assumed to have been lost, 

the manuscript was discovered in late 2014.  Go Set a Watchman features many of the characters 

from To Kill a Mockingbird some twenty years later. Returning home to Maycomb to visit her 

father, Jean Louise Finch—Scout—struggles with issues both personal and political, involving 

Atticus, society, and the small Alabama town that shaped her.  Exploring how the characters 

from To Kill a Mockingbird are adjusting to the turbulent events transforming mid-1950s 

America, Go Set a Watchman casts a fascinating new light on Harper Lee’s enduring classic. 

Moving, funny and compelling, it stands as a magnificent novel in its own right. 

 

Black Ice: The Val James Story – Val James and John Gallagher 

Val James became the first African American player in the NHL when he took to the ice with the 

Buffalo Sabres in 1982, and in 1987 he became the first black player of any nationality to skate 



for the Toronto Maple Leafs.  Born in central Florida, James grew up on Long Island and 

received his first pair of skates for his 13th birthday. At 16, James left home to play in Canada, 

where he was the only black person in junior and, often, in the whole town. While popular for his 

tough play and winning personality, the teenager faced racist taunts at opposing arenas, and the 

prejudice continued at all levels of the game. In his two NHL stints, James defined himself as a 

smart team player and opponent, known for his pugilistic skills.  Black Ice is the untold story of a 

trail-blazing athlete who endured and overcame discrimination to realize his dreams and become 

an inspiration for future generations. 

  



SENIOR – Seniors must read TWO selections 

The Bully Pulpit – Doris Kearns Goodwin 

One of the Best Books of the Year as chosen by The New York Times, The Washington Post, The 

Economist, Time, USA TODAY, Christian Science Monitor, and more. “A tale so gripping that 

one questions the need for fiction when real life is so plump with drama and intrigue” 

(Associated Press).  Doris Kearns Goodwin’s The Bully Pulpit is a dynamic history of the first 

decade of the Progressive era, that tumultuous time when the nation was coming unseamed and 

reform was in the air.  The story is told through the intense friendship of Theodore Roosevelt and 

William Howard Taft—a close relationship that strengthens both men before it ruptures in 1912, 

when they engage in a brutal fight for the presidential nomination that divides their wives, their 

children, and their closest friends, while crippling the progressive wing of the Republican Party, 

causing Democrat Woodrow Wilson to be elected, and changing the country’s history. 

 

Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of the 1965 Selma Voting Rights March – 

Lynda Blackmon Lowery 

As the youngest marcher in the 1965 voting rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, 

Lynda Blackmon Lowery proved that young adults can be heroes. Jailed eleven times before her 

fifteenth birthday, Lowery fought alongside Martin Luther King, Jr. for the rights of African-

Americans. In this memoir, she shows today's young readers what it means to fight nonviolently 

(even when the police are using violence, as in the Bloody Sunday protest) and how it felt to be 

part of changing American history.  Straightforward and inspiring, this beautifully illustrated 

memoir brings readers into the middle of the Civil Rights Movement, complementing Common 

Core classroom learning and bringing history alive for young readers. 

 

The Residence: Inside the Private World of the White House – Kate Anderson Brower 

A remarkable history with elements of both In the President’s Secret Service and The Butler, The 

Residence offers an intimate account of the service staff of the White House, from the Kennedys 

to the Obamas.  America’s First Families are unknowable in many ways. No one has insight into 

their true character like the people who serve their meals and make their beds every day. Full of 

stories and details by turns dramatic, humorous, and heartwarming, The Residence reveals daily 

life in the White House as it is really lived through the voices of the maids, butlers, cooks, 

florists, doormen, engineers, and others who tend to the needs of the President and First Family.  

These dedicated professionals maintain the six-floor mansion’s 132 rooms, 35 bathrooms, 28 

fireplaces, three elevators, and eight staircases, and prepare everything from hors d’oeuvres for 

intimate gatherings to meals served at elaborate state dinners. Over the course of the day, they 



gather in the lower level’s basement kitchen to share stories, trade secrets, forge lifelong 

friendships, and sometimes even fall in love.  Combining incredible first-person anecdotes from 

extensive interviews with scores of White House staff members—many speaking for the first 

time—with archival research, Kate Andersen Brower tells their story. She reveals the intimacy 

between the First Family and the people who serve them, as well as tension that has shaken the 

staff over the decades. From the housekeeper and engineer who fell in love while serving 

President Reagan to Jackie Kennedy’s private moment of grief with a beloved staffer after her 

husband’s assassination to the tumultuous days surrounding President Nixon’s resignation and 

President Clinton’s impeachment battle, The Residence is full of surprising and moving details 

that illuminate day-to-day life at the White House. 

 

Ghost Boy: The Miraculous Escape of a Misdiagnosed Boy Trapped Inside His Own Body – 

Martin Pistorius 

They all thought he was gone. But he was alive and trapped inside his own body for ten years. In 

January 1988 Martin Pistorius, age twelve, fell inexplicably sick. First he lost his voice and 

stopped eating. Then he slept constantly and shunned human contact. Doctors were mystified. 

Within eighteen months he was mute and wheelchair bound. Martin's parents were told an 

unknown degenerative disease left him with the mind of a baby and less than two years to live. 

Martin was moved to care centers for severely disabled children. The stress and heartache shook 

his parents' marriage and their family to the core. Their boy was gone. Or so they thought. Ghost 

Boy is the heart-wrenching story of one boy's return to life through the power of love and faith. 

In these pages, readers see a parent's resilience, the consequences of misdiagnosis, abuse at the 

hands of cruel caretakers, and the unthinkable duration of Martin's mental alertness betrayed by 

his lifeless body. We also see a life reclaimed, a business created, a new love kindled - all from a 

wheelchair. Martin's emergence from his own darkness invites us to celebrate our own lives and 

fight for a better life for others. 

 

Ordinary Grace: A Novel – William Kent Krueger 

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 

WINNER OF THE 2014 EDGAR AWARD FOR BEST NOVEL 

WINNER OF THE 2014 DILYS AWARD 

A SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL BEST BOOK OF 2013 

“That was it. That was all of it. A grace so ordinary there was no reason at all to remember it. 

Yet I have never across the forty years since it was spoken forgotten a single word.”  

New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their debut season, ice-cold root beers 

were selling out at the soda counter of Halderson’s Drugstore, and Hot Stuff comic books were a 



mainstay on every barbershop magazine rack. It was a time of innocence and hope for a country 

with a new, young president. But for thirteen-year-old Frank Drum it was a grim summer in 

which death visited frequently and assumed many forms. Accident. Nature. Suicide. Murder.  

Frank begins the season preoccupied with the concerns of any teenage boy, but when tragedy 

unexpectedly strikes his family—which includes his Methodist minister father; his passionate, 

artistic mother; Juilliard-bound older sister; and wise-beyond-his-years kid brother—he finds 

himself thrust into an adult world full of secrets, lies, adultery, and betrayal, suddenly called 

upon to demonstrate a maturity and gumption beyond his years.  

Told from Frank’s perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary Grace is a 

brilliantly moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to 

understand a world that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettable novel about 

discovering the terrible price of wisdom and the enduring grace of God. 

 

All the Light We Cannot See – Anthony Doerr 

WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE 

From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly 

ambitious instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a German boy whose 

paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. 

Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works 

as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father 

builds a perfect miniature of their neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate 

her way home. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the 

walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house by 

the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. 

In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by 

a crude radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new 

instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a special 

assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, 

Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and 

Marie-Laure’s converge.  Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail and gorgeous metaphors” 

(San Francisco Chronicle) are dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and 

Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one another. Ten 

years in the writing, a National Book Award finalist, All the Light We Cannot See is a 

magnificent, deeply moving novel from a writer “whose sentences never fail to thrill” (Los 

Angeles Times). 

 

 



Dead Wake: The Crossing of the Lusitania – Erik Larson 

#1 New York Times Bestseller - From the bestselling author and master of narrative nonfiction 

comes the enthralling story of the sinking of the Lusitania.  On May 1, 1915, with WWI entering 

its tenth month, a luxury ocean liner as richly appointed as an English country house sailed out of 

New York, bound for Liverpool, carrying a record number of children and infants. The 

passengers were surprisingly at ease, even though Germany had declared the seas around Britain 

to be a war zone. For months, German U-boats had brought terror to the North Atlantic. But 

the Lusitania was one of the era’s great transatlantic “Greyhounds”—the fastest liner then in 

service—and her captain, William Thomas Turner, placed tremendous faith in the gentlemanly 

strictures of warfare that for a century had kept civilian ships safe from attack.  

Germany, however, was determined to change the rules of the game, and Walther Schwieger, the 

captain of Unterseeboot-20, was happy to oblige. Meanwhile, an ultra-secret British intelligence 

unit tracked Schwieger’s U-boat, but told no one. As U-20 and the Lusitania made their way 

toward Liverpool, an array of forces both grand and achingly small—hubris, a chance fog, a 

closely guarded secret, and more—all converged to produce one of the great disasters of history. 

It is a story that many of us think we know but don’t, and Erik Larson tells it thrillingly, 

switching between hunter and hunted while painting a larger portrait of America at the height of 

the Progressive Era. Full of glamour and suspense, Dead Wake brings to life a cast of evocative 

characters, from famed Boston bookseller Charles Lauriat to pioneering female architect 

Theodate Pope to President Woodrow Wilson, a man lost to grief, dreading the widening war but 

also captivated by the prospect of new love.  

Gripping and important, Dead Wake captures the sheer drama and emotional power of a disaster 

whose intimate details and true meaning have long been obscured by history. 

 

When to Rob a Bank – Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner 

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the landmark book Freakonomics comes this curated 

collection from the most readable economics blog in the universe. It’s the perfect solution for the 

millions of readers who love all things Freakonomics. Surprising and erudite, eloquent and 

witty, When to Rob a Bank demonstrates the brilliance that has made the Freakonomics guys an 

international sensation, with more than 7 million books sold in 40 languages, and 150 million 

downloads of their Freakonomics Radio podcast. When Freakonomics was first published, the 

authors started a blog—and they’ve kept it up. The writing is more casual, more personal, even 

more outlandish than in their books. In When to Rob a Bank, they ask a host of typically off-

center questions: Why don’t flight attendants get tipped? If you were a terrorist, how would you 

attack? And why does KFC always run out of fried chicken?  Over the past decade, Steven D. 

Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner have published more than 8,000 blog posts on Freakonomics.com. 

Many of them, they freely admit, were rubbish. But now they’ve gone through and picked the 



best of the best. You’ll discover what people lie about, and why; the best way to cut gun deaths; 

why it might be time for a sex tax; and, yes, when to rob a bank. (Short answer: never; the ROI is 

terrible.) You’ll also learn a great deal about Levitt and Dubner’s own quirks and passions, from 

gambling and golf to backgammon and the abolition of the penny.  

 

 

In Defense of a Liberal Education – Fareed Zakariah 

CNN host and best-selling author Fareed Zakaria argues for a renewed commitment to the 

world’s most valuable educational tradition.  The liberal arts are under attack. The governors of 

Florida, Texas, and North Carolina have all pledged that they will not spend taxpayer money 

subsidizing the liberal arts, and they seem to have an unlikely ally in President Obama. While at 

a General Electric plant in early 2014, Obama remarked, "I promise you, folks can make a lot 

more, potentially, with skilled manufacturing or the trades than they might with an art history 

degree." These messages are hitting home: majors like English and history, once very popular 

and highly respected, are in steep decline.  "I get it," writes Fareed Zakaria, recalling the 

atmosphere in India where he grew up, which was even more obsessed with getting a skills-

based education. However, the CNN host and best-selling author explains why this widely held 

view is mistaken and shortsighted.  Zakaria eloquently expounds on the virtues of a liberal arts 

education―how to write clearly, how to express yourself convincingly, and how to think 

analytically. He turns our leaders' vocational argument on its head. American routine 

manufacturing jobs continue to get automated or outsourced, and specific vocational knowledge 

is often outdated within a few years. Engineering is a great profession, but key value-added skills 

you will also need are creativity, lateral thinking, design, communication, storytelling, and, more 

than anything, the ability to continually learn and enjoy learning―precisely the gifts of a liberal 

education.  Zakaria argues that technology is transforming education, opening up access to the 

best courses and classes in a vast variety of subjects for millions around the world. We are at the 

dawn of the greatest expansion of the idea of a liberal education in human history. 

 

Finders Keepers: A Novel – Stephen King 

A masterful, intensely suspenseful novel about a reader whose obsession with a reclusive writer 

goes far too far—a book about the power of storytelling, starring the same trio of unlikely and 

winning heroes King introduced in Mr. Mercedes. 

“Wake up, genius.” So begins King’s instantly riveting story about a vengeful reader. The genius 

is John Rothstein, an iconic author who created a famous character, Jimmy Gold, but who hasn’t 

published a book for decades. Morris Bellamy is livid, not just because Rothstein has stopped 



providing books, but because the nonconformist Jimmy Gold has sold out for a career in 

advertising. Morris kills Rothstein and empties his safe of cash, yes, but the real treasure is a 

trove of notebooks containing at least one more Gold novel. 

Morris hides the money and the notebooks, and then he is locked away for another crime. 

Decades later, a boy named Pete Saubers finds the treasure, and now it is Pete and his family that 

Bill Hodges, Holly Gibney, and Jerome Robinson must rescue from the ever-more deranged and 

vengeful Morris when he’s released from prison after thirty-five years. 

Not since Misery has King played with the notion of a reader whose obsession with a writer gets 

dangerous. Finders Keepers is spectacular, heart-pounding suspense, but it is also King writing 

about how literature shapes a life—for good, for bad, forever. A masterful, intensely suspenseful 

novel about a reader whose obsession with a reclusive writer goes far too far—a book about the 

power of storytelling, starring the same trio of unlikely and winning heroes King introduced 

in Mr. Mercedes. 

“Wake up, genius.” So begins King’s instantly riveting story about a vengeful reader. The genius 

is John Rothstein, an iconic author who created a famous character, Jimmy Gold, but who hasn’t 

published a book for decades. Morris Bellamy is livid, not just because Rothstein has stopped 

providing books, but because the nonconformist Jimmy Gold has sold out for a career in 

advertising. Morris kills Rothstein and empties his safe of cash, yes, but the real treasure is a 

trove of notebooks containing at least one more Gold novel. 

Morris hides the money and the notebooks, and then he is locked away for another crime. 

Decades later, a boy named Pete Saubers finds the treasure, and now it is Pete and his family that 

Bill Hodges, Holly Gibney, and Jerome Robinson must rescue from the ever-more deranged and 

vengeful Morris when he’s released from prison after thirty-five years. 

Not since Misery has King played with the notion of a reader whose obsession with a writer gets 

dangerous. Finders Keepers is spectacular, heart-pounding suspense, but it is also King writing 

about how literature shapes a life—for good, for bad, forever. 

 

Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments – Pope Francis 

"The Sacraments are not mere appearances, they are not rituals; they are the power of Christ; 

Jesus Christ is present in the Sacraments." - Pope Francis 

Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, Holy Matrimony, Reconciliation, Holy Orders, and the 

Anointing of the Sick - as Catholics we are familiar with the sacraments, and see them as 

mileposts in our lives.  But, as Pope Francis so energetically reminds us, they are not simply 

observances, they are portals through which the Lord brings us all the power and graces that flow 

from his death and Resurrection. And wonderfully, each sacrament opens us to a personal 

encounter with Jesus.  Now in 32 easy-to-read chapters Pope Francis reveals the truth and beauty 

of each Sacrament, teaching us not only what they mean to the Church, but to us as Catholics - 

ultimately motivating us each to share these incredible gifts with a needy world. 



 

The Girl on the Train – Paula Hawkins 

A debut psychological thriller that will forever change the way you look at other people's lives. 

Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning. Every day she rattles down the track, 

flashes past a stretch of cozy suburban homes, and stops at the signal that allows her to daily 

watch the same couple breakfasting on their deck. She’s even started to feel like she knows them. 

“Jess and Jason,” she calls them. Their life—as she sees it—is perfect. Not unlike the life she 

recently lost.  And then she sees something shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, 

but it’s enough. Now everything’s changed. Unable to keep it to herself, Rachel offers what she 

knows to the police, and becomes inextricably entwined in what happens next, as well as in the 

lives of everyone involved. Has she done more harm than good?  Compulsively readable, The 

Girl on the Train is an emotionally immersive, Hitchcockian thriller and an electrifying debut. 

 

Bleachers: A Novel – John Grisham 

High school all-American Neely Crenshaw was probably the best quarterback ever to play for 

the legendary Messina Spartans. Fifteen years have gone by since those glory days, and Neely 

has come home to Messina to bury Coach Eddie Rake, the man who molded the Spartans into an 

unbeatable football dynasty.  Now, as Coach Rake’s “boys” sit in the bleachers waiting for the 

dimming field lights to signal his passing, they replay the old games, relive the old glories, and 

try to decide once and for all whether they love Eddie Rake—or hate him. For Neely Crenshaw, 

a man who must finally forgive his coach—and himself—before he can get on with life, the 

stakes are especially high. 

 

 

 


